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by Leauriy 

Being able to work and train with the care-
givers of PeaceHealth has  positively im-
pacted  the confidence and marketability 
of the graduates of ProjectSEARCH,  in 
the workforce. It  was very much like tak-
ing a raw piece of gold nugget and re-
working it into a shiny new ring. 

Employers have responded favorably to 
the graduates and the abilities that they 
are able to contribute. The results show in 
the number of gradates who have landed 
jobs so for in the weeks after graduation.  
It didn’t take long before jobs were 
offered to more than half of the interns.  

 

      

 

As of this publication 6 of the 10 gradu-
ates have been placed in jobs that are us-
ing the skills that they have learned while 
in the program.  

The combination of hands on training, 
working alongside ‘co-workers’,  and class 
time that reinforced what they were expe-
riencing in your departments has paid off 
in real community placements earning a 
living wage and utilizing the skills  that 
they gained. 

For some of these graduates this is the 
first paying job that they have had and 
they can’t believe how easy and familiar it 
is as a result of being in ProjectSEARCH. 
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by Leauriy 

It’s been a little over 1  month since the interns have graduated 
from ProjectSEARCH and  they have kept busy.  

Right after graduation they celebrated by going to Wildlife Safari, 
where they saw the monkey house, roaming buffalo, hungry hip-
pos, and lions, and tigers & bears! 

After a  week off  the graduates started volunteering at either 
Food for Lane County’s Grassroots Garden, Kitchen or Warehouse. 
They learned to prepare soil for planting, sorted rotten veggies, cut 
tons of vegetables and prepared lunches for the Summer Lunch pro-
gram.  

It was important that we kept up the momentum that the graduates 
maintained during the program at PeaceHealth so they don’t fall in-
to any bad habits while looking for work. 

Many of them like meeting up with one another and working at Food 
for Lane County. They enjoy being able to do something for others 
and giving back to the community.   

One of the graduates did her best to enroll the others to volunteer 
with her to plant flags on the graves of veterans, for Memorial Day 
weekend.  The spirit of volunteering and giving back or paying for-
ward charitable acts has rubbed off onto the graduates as a result of 
their time with the caregivers of PeaceHealth.  

Of course the graduates have also started the process of job search 
with the Pearl Buck Community Service’s job development team.  Most 
of the graduates have had interviews and are very excited to find work 
that suites their needs and interests. They can’t wait to use and show 
off  the skills that they acquired during their intern-
ship at the hospital.   
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Amber          
Amber was the first gradate to se-

cure a position. She is working as a 

Teacher’s Aide at the Pearl Buck 

Preschool where she cleans, preps 

for breakfast and lunch and interacts 

with children. She also gets to assist 

with the Costco run for Pearl Buck 

Center.  

“What I’m doing is important, cause I 

get to play with the kiddos and do fun 

things like crafts and read to them 

and help mold them.” 

Trisha       
Trisha found work at Inn at the 5th, working in 

their laundry room as a Laundry Attendant. 

She cleans and folds laundry, which Trisha loves 

to do! 

“I love my job!  I’m a hard worker and I’m happy I 

have a job.” 

“I like folding, and I really  want to get better at my 

job and be faster at folding.” 

“I like the people I work with, they  are very nice!” 

 

 

Jamie        
 

Jamie was offered a position as a 

Kitchen Aide at Newman’s Grotto. 

He makes tarter & cocktail sauces and 

puts into cups, cuts cabbage & carrots 

to make coleslaw , which he makes 

from scratch and  prepares fish batter 

using a recipe. 

He also cleans some dishes and keeps 

his area clean and tidy. 

Jamie is really excited to be working. 

 

Tory    
Tory started working at the Waterford 

Grand, an independent, assisted living and 

memory care facility. She is working in the  

kitchen as a Dishwasher.  

She cleans dishes and puts them away, 

cleans the kitchen  & Bistro and takes care 

of trash and recycling.  

“I really like this place, I hope I can stay.” 

 

 

 

 

Shea    
Shea has been working at Wendy’s on W. 

11th , as a Lobby Attendant and loving it 

She cleans the lobby by sweeping, clean-

ing counters and removing trash, making 

the lobby a welcoming  place to eat. 

“I love this  job, it’s so much Fun!” 

 

 

 

Check out our newly designed 

website at: 

   www.pearlbuck center.com 

http://www.pearlbuckcenter.com
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Alex        
You can find Alex working at MOD Pizza, 

on W 29th, as a Squad Member in train-

ing. 

He cleans the lobby, greets customers, 

fills pizza toppings, folds pizza boxes and 

cleans dishes.  

Alex is so excited to be working , he 

keeps saying , with the biggest grin on his 

face, “This is going to be so much fun, I’m 

going to like it here!” 

 

Karissa             
We have been applying for various posi-

tions for Karissa and have leads on a cou-

ple of places. 

Karissa is interested in working at  the 

police station,  or stocking, sorting and 

organizing, “but with people”. 

While she waits for a job to be offered to 

her she will be spending her time volun-

teering at the Food for Lane County  

kitchens cutting veggies and preparing 

lunches for the summer lunch program.  

 

Jordan       
Jordan  has had several interviews  since 

leaving the program . 

We are currently still seeking work  that 

involves wood, warehouses or outdoor 

atmospheres.  

Until then, Jordan has been happy work-

ing in his families garden and volunteer-

ing at the Grassroots  Garden  learning 

new things and sharing what he learns 

with his  family. 

 

Susan 
Susan has had some interviews and will 

continue to search for work in the food 

service industry where she can serve peo-

ple or in the art community where she can 

utilize her love for art.  

She has enjoyed volunteering for Food for 

Lane County where she is helping to pro-

vide meals for the homeless.  

She loves that she gets to give back to the 

community and wants to find a job where 

she is helping  people. 

 

Maggie 
Maggie has had some promising in-

terviews and will continue to seek 

work in the hospitality/food industry.  

She is interested in finding work that 

is close to her home in the Valley 

River area where she can walk to 

work or easily catch a bus.  

In the mean time she has been volun-

teering at the Food for Lane County 

kitchen cutting vegetables and pre-

paring lunches.  

  

 

Please show your support by frequenting 

these businesses or letting them know 

that you support their choice to hire 

people with developmental disabilities.  

Maybe even say ‘Hi’ to the graduates. 


